Damage to a covered stent by a thrombectomy device.
A 75-year-old with a history of coronary bypass grafting was found to have significant stenoses in a vein graft to the right coronary artery. Symbiot stents, with a polytetrafluoroethylene covering, were used to treat areas in the proximal and middle sections of the graft. The following day, she developed symptoms and signs consistent with an acute inferior infarction. The graft was found to be thrombosed. Thrombectomy was performed using an X-Sizer device, consisting of a helical cutter connected to a vacuum source. This resulted in damage to the stent lining, which led to jamming of the device and subsequent removal of a piece of the stent covering. Treatment was by way of deployment of a long stent within the damaged stent. Recovery was unremarkable. Caution or avoidance of this device appears warranted in the setting of covered stent procedures.